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fourteenth century, and is still, known as Quarter Ses-
sions. It was, in theory, made up of all the justices of
the county; but all seldom attended, even in the early
days when there were few justices to the county. It
finally became established that two might constitute a
legal session. The origin of Quarter Sessions was in an
act of 1362
that in the commissions of justices of the peace, and of la-
bourers,1 express mention be made, that the same justices
make their sessions four times by the year, that is to say, one
session within the utas of Epiphany, the second within the
second week of Mid-Lent, the third betwixt the feasts of
Pentecost and Saint John Baptist, the fourth within the
eight days of Saint Michael.2
This court tried the great criminal cases that were outside
the competence of the Petty Sessions, and also heard
appeals from that court and from the court held by a
single justice.
In studying his origin, it has been seen that the justice
of the peace, or keeper of the peace as he was first called,
was a police officer, a sort of head-constable, before he
became a judge; this earlier character he never entirely
lost. Another set of functions, the administrative, of
which he had always had some, became very important
toward the end of the fourteenth century. Much effort
was expended in attempts to enforce the labour legisla-
tion of that century; the justice became the chief medium
of communication between the king and the localities,
all minor officials were made answerable to him, and
1 These were justices given a special commission to enforce the Ordi-
nance and Statute of Labourers of 1349 and 1351 (A. and S., pp. 114-117).
They might or might not be identical with the justices of the peace.   After
1368, no separate commission for enforcing the labour statutes was issued;
that function was included in the commission of the justices of the peace.
In 1427 they were even empowered to fix the legal rate of wages.   See Miss
B. H. Putnam, The Justices of Labourers in the Fourteenth Century.   Eng-
lish Historical Review, xxi.f 517-538.   See also her The Enforcement of the
Statutes of Labourers.
2 A. and S., p. 129.